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| Social groups benefiting from prevalence of conflicts have to be offered more

Topics for Distussion_ :
Problems of Armament and Disarmament in the Sou:th
by Kazim Habib

The author relates the persistence of conflicts and tedencies to: cumulate
arms in countries of the south to the growing disparities between the north and
the south in acquisition of technological and cultural levels, the continuous
impoverishment by the north of environment in the south, and the autocratic
systems prevailing in the south : all of which lead to arms race. Allocatiens to
armament and to the importations of arms from producers in the north are
quite formidable, when compared to expenditure on education or to foreign
indebtedness and debt servicing. This complicates the problem of
development which in turn pours fuel into regional conflicts, leadmg to further
armament. The situation is further azgravated by the growing social groups
which have vested interests in continuation of hostilities. The downward trend
in the total allocation to arms imports has been due to the diminishing exports
from the former Soviet Union and socialist countries. But this led to US
stepping in to fill in the gap. It is expected that the trend will pick up again
with the re-entry of the latter group of countries in the market, and as a result
of new sources of conflict due to competition between USA. Europe and Japan
in the arena of the third world. and the growing rightist and extremist
movements in the north which shift the threats from the east to the south.

This state of affairs calls for serious attempts by the UN General Assembly
to reduce the intensity of armaments over the next fifteen years, and (o arrange
regional conferences for peace and cooperation in order to reduce the threats
of conflicts. More funds have to slow into assistance to countries of:the south
and their allocation has to be related to readiness to shift allocations from the
needs of war to the requirements of development. International community has
to be more democratic. With less domination and monopoly by the USA.

rewarding channels of living.
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