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Abstract

"‘Univefsity Education in Jordan

The Determinants of Majors' Selection and Expected Reflections on

Jordan is a small open economy with scarce resources. However, it is a fortunate
country in terms of skilled and well - educated manpower. This manpower led to the
creation of effective senior managerial class in jordan as well as in the neighboring
Arab countries. But, due to the negative economic atmosphere in and around Jordan
since the mid-eighties, Jordan has been suttermo from unemployment and 1ts social
and economic problems. “

This research, as well as many others, indicates that there is unbalanced xelanonshlp
between the higher education output and the needs of local market, a fact which led
to negative impact on local market represented in high rates of unemployment among
higher education graduates.

The main aim of this research is to determine the factors affecting students chmce of
university majors and their expectations in regard to labor market. A random sample
of 550 students was selected from six public and private universites. They were,
asked about their selection of major as well as their expectations about future
employment. The results indicated the following:

1. Students lack knowledge about the needs of the local lobor market before and
during their study.

2. There is a clear intervention from parents in the student's selection of the major,
especially in certain "inherited professions” which reflects negative aspects in
matching the higher education output and the needs of local labor market.

3. There is a deep concern that higher education might be considered as consumption
item rather than investment item in the process of human development.

4. There is a real need for coordination between higher education authorities and
‘institutions and labor market institutions to adjust the negative elements in this
regard.

5. Recent increase in the number of higher education focuses on the quantity rather
the quality of education.

- Thus, new universities should focus on how to create new. educational systems
rather than increasing their capacities for students.
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